function of chloral is that of a hypnotic, and calmer of general nervous irritability. In delirium tremens it is excellent: and it is probable that with two such weapons for choice as bromide of potassium and chloral, we shall be able almost entirely to dispense with use of opium, which is so uncertain and dangerous a remedy in that disease. In the state of sleeplessness which threatens the access of puerperal mania, chloral is probably an unequalled remedy. In melancholia iis action as a hypnotic appears to be powerful and remarkably sure. In mania, also, it acts well enough as a hypnotic, though there seems some division of opinion as to whether it does permanent good. We may also state that in the irritable condition of ased persons who find it difficult to sleep for any length of time continuously, the use of a single dose of thirty grains of chloral appears often to answer excellently well. The 
